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SUBJECT: LOCAL PRC-CONTROLLED PRESS ON CHINESE IN VIETNAM 

1 . SUMMARY: THE HONG KONG PRC-CONTROLLED PRESS HAS 
STRONGLY ATTACKED VIETNAMESE STATEMENTS CONCERNING THE 
OVERSEAS CHINESE PROBLEM, COMPARING HANOI'S ACTIONS WITH 
THOSE INSTITUTED BY THE DIEM GOVERNMENT DURING THE 1950'S. 
DISAGREEMENT IS CENTERED ON DIVERGENT VIEWS REGARDING THE 
CITIZENSHIP OF THE CHINESE COMMUNITY AND WHETHER THEIR 
EMIRGATION IS LEGAL OR NOT. THE NEWSPAPERS SUGGEST THAT 
THE SOVIETS MIGHT HAVE INSPIRED THESE EVENTS TO UNDERMINE 
SINO-VIETNAMESE RELATIONS. END SUMMARY. 

2. VIETNAMESE CENTRAL COMMITTEE SECRETARY XU AN THUY'S 
MAY 4 STATEMENT ACCUSING OVERSEAS CHINESE IN VIETNAM OF 
SPREADING RUMORS, DAMAGING SINO-VIETNAMESE RELATIONS AND 
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LEAVING THE COUNTRY ILLEGALLY HAS BEEN STRONGLY CRITICIZED 
BY SEVERAL HONG KONG PRC-CONTROLLED PRESS CMMENTARIES 
IN RECENT DAYS. THE PAPERS IMPLIED THAT THE SRV WAS 
FOLLOWING THE POLICY OF THE DIEM GOVERNMENT IN THE 1950'S 
IN FORCING CHINESE CITIZENS TO CHANGE THEIR NATIONALITY, 
ADDING THAT SINCE IT IS NOW A SOCILIST GOVERMENT, HANOI 
"SHOULD BE DIFFERENT FROM THE PREVIOUS PUPPET REGIME." 
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SINCE THE 1950'S VIETN AMIZATION OF THE CHINESE WAS FORCED 
AND NOT VOLUNTARY, CHINA STILL CONSIDERS MOST OF THE 
CHINESE TO BE ITS CITIZENS. CHINA THEREFORE IS COMPLELLED 
TO BE CONCERNED ABOUT THE RIGHTFUL INTERESTS OF ITS 
CITIZENS ABROAD. SIMILARLY, AS CHINESE CITIZENS, THEY HAVE 
A LEGAL RIGHT TO RETURN TO THE MOTHERLAND AT ANY TIME. 

3. THE COMMENTARIES DRAW UPON FOREIGN (MAINLY JAPANESE) 
PRESS REPORTS TO CITE THE VILENT AND BLOODY MEASURES 
TAKED "BY A FRIENDLY SOCIALIST COUNTRY AGAINST LEGAL 
FOREIGN RESIDENTS WHO ARE CITIZENS OF A FRATERNAL 
COUNTRY." THE PAPERS QUOTE REMARKS BY CHINESE LEADERS 
LIAO CHENG-CHIH AND ULANFU TO SHOW CHINA'S ANGER OVER 
THE DEPRIVATION OF CHINESE RIGHTS. THEY ALSO EXPRESS 
FEAR THAT CHINESE IN "SAIGON" WILL HAVE LITTLE CHANCE 
TO REACH THE SINO- VIETNAMESE BORDER. 

3. ALTHOUGH THE COMMENTARIES ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HANOI'S 
RECENT ACTIONS TO ELIMINATE CAPITALISM WERE DUE TO 
INTERNAL ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES, THEY SUGGEST THAT SOVIET 
MANIPULATION AND INSTIGATION IS A MAJOR MOTIVATING 
FACTOR. WHILE EXPRESSING THE BELIEF THAT SINO-VIETNAMESE 
"PEOPLE'S FRIENDSHIP" CAN NEVER BE UNDERMINED, THE 
PAPERS WARN THAT A DETERIORATION IN BILATERAL RELATIONS 
IS IN THE INTEREST OF ONLY THE SOVIETS. SHOESMITH 
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